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efforts to bolster the landed aristocracy the area covered by the estates of that group shrank from 73.1 million dessiatines in 1877 to 49.8 million in 1905 and to 39.6 million in 1914.10 The acceleration of this process of liquidation after 1905 suggests that the imperial government used poor judgment in resisting the demands of the first and the second Dumas for the expropriation of the big landowners. Assuming that Russian primitive collectivism (a term which does not accurately describe the village commune) was a major bar to economic progress, the Stolypin land reform, for all its shortcomings, was a move in the right direction. Coupled with a firm policy that would meet the unmistakable longing of the peasantry for more land, it might have had a profound effect upon the future course of Russian history, and might have saved the upper classes from the tragic fate that befell them in 1917.
INDUSTRY, BANKING, LABOR, AND FOREIGN TRADE
The quarter-century immediately preceding World War I was a period of boisterous growth of Russian industry. The pace of expansion was particularly rapid in 1893-1899; it slowed down in 1900-1909 but regained momentum in 1910-1913. The principal single cause of the intensification of business activities in the 1890rs was the huge program of railway construction (some 15,000 miles of railway lines, including the Trans-Siberian, were built during that decade), while the political turmoil and social unrest of the opening years of the twentieth century retarded recovery from the business recession that had made itself felt in 1900. According to tentative estimates based oil official returns (which, however, are neither comprehensive nor exact), the number of workers employed in manufacturing, mining, and metallurgy increased from 1.4 million in 1890 to 2.3 million in 1900, and to 3 million or 3.1 million in 1913. The value of the output of industrial establishments subject to the control of factory inspectors rose from 1,503 million rubles in 1890 to 5,738 .million in 1913. The largest gains were made by the cotton, coal, iron, and steel industries. The number of workers employed in cotton mills increased from 214,000 in 1890 to 391,000 in 1901 and to 566,000 in 1914, and the number of spindles from 3.5 million in 1890 to 6.1 million in 1900
10 The 1877 figure is for 50 provinces of European Russia, and the 1905 and 19H figeies are for 47 provinces. Although not strictly comparable, they indicate the general trend.